Teacher Notes on Article Resources

Base Article:
Kinzie, Susan. "The Oysters and the Oystermen Are Dwindling." The Washington Post 25 April 2004: C4.

Available at: www.washingtonpost.com
Teacher Notes about the Base Article:

1) Note that the man being interviewed (Sam Richards) has first-hand knowledge of local conditions and, at 78 years old, is a credible source with a long-term perspective.

2) Contrast this kind of "qualitative" data (from Sam Richards) with the "quantitative" data cited by Chris Judy of the DNR—the decline from 347,000 to 17,000 bushels of oysters harvested in four years.

3) Two reasons for the collapse of the oyster population are mentioned: the parasitic diseases Dermo and MSX, and decreased salinity levels due to high rainfall in the watershed.  Curiously, there is no mention of the effect of over harvesting.

4) Be sure to point out the dependence of the oystermen on the oysters and the lengthy period of time needed for oyster populations to "rebound."
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